:while, the garrison had been working day
night to complete the defences. At the
south-west angle a bastion was already under con-
struction, designed by Lieutenant Hutchinson, Ben-
gal Engineers, but when the siege began the parapet
was still too low to be tenable, wliile a large gap had
been left for the entrance of the coolies with their
baskets of earth. Believing the flanking fire of this
bastion to be essential to the safety of his post, Mr
Gubbins determined to finish the work at all costs,
On the evening of the 50th June he assembled his
native servants and levies, informing them of his
intention and offering two rupees (four shillings) a
night to all who would bear a hand. Lieutenant
Hutchinson promised to superintend, and several
other Europeans offered to help. Since the bastion
was outside the compound walls nothing could be
done before nightfall, but as soon as it was dark Mr
Gubbins' volunteers opened a window in one of the
out-houses and let themselves quietly down into the
earthwork.
Their first task was to secure the gap in the para-
pet by means of a retrenchment, or inner line of
defence, and a rough-and-ready palisade. Fortu-
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